this week, The Secret Admirer is: 
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‘need, and take care of them. 
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“Aquarius- The answer to an 


Gemini- 
important question lies just 
outside of where you've been 
looking for it. Step back and 
blur your eyes a bit. There are 
larger patterns at play. 


Pisces- Corpses long 
drowned will bob to the sur- 
face of your pond this week, 
bloated and pale, eyes white. 
Brace yourself for something 
unpleasant from the past. 


Aries- Venus is meddling 
across the sky, and this is a 
time of deeping connections 
for you. You might even re- 
kindle something that has 
been long dormant. 


Taurus- Simple pleasures 
and rituals of affection for 
yourself will go a long way. 
Take a moment to ask what 
your body and your mind 


More Journal Madness 
with David Otter 


Hey, so we got a lot of positive feed- 
back about that journal entry issue, so 
for the time being, since | have literally 
thousands of these, I'll just make a re- 
current section here on the back for one 
arbitrarily selected journal entry each 
week. Keep in mind that they won't all 
be gold, or even coherent, but | believe 
firmly in keeping the selection process 
arbitrary. If | had to guess, I'd say this 
one is about a breakup that's about to 
happen. But who knows. 


November 24, 2006 


Where are we? The Friday follow- 
ing Thanksgiving. A small, one room 
house in the forenoon hours. Sun- 
light passes gently through white 
curtains, pooling on the floor around 
naked branch shadows from the yard. 
Two animals pace expectantly about 
the room, stopping now and then to 
chew lazily on brown food in porce- 
lain bowls, their nails tapping on the 
floor. Steam and smoke ghast from 
the kitchenette, a tattered sail de- 
scribing the progress of French toast 
preparation. 


When i close my eyes | see a terrible 
place. The sun rises over saw-toothed 
mountains, casting new light reluc- 
tantly on a field prepared meticu- 
lously for battle by countless hands 
the previous night. Hands descended 
from stars, hands made of dew and 
faint light, hands dissolving in the 
red sun’s winter exhale. Here there is 
always battle, old and tired. Drifts of 
broken mirrors piled ankle deep. 


Seek 
that is liberating and not re- 
stricting. Don't allow your 
relationships to be bogged 
down by rules due to other 
folks' insecurities. 


Cancer- Aesthetics resonate 
with more significance than 
usual this week. Take a mo- 
ment to adjust your environs 
to make them more pleasing 
to yourself. Hang some art! 


Leo- There's a curl at the 
edge of the evenings now. 
Autumn is inevitable. Scratch 
some summer fun off your 
list before it's too-late. It's go- 
ing to be a long winter. 


Virgo- Oh, the fleeting joy of 
purchasing things is a breath 
of wind in your sails, but ma- 
terial aquisition is a hollow 
victory that begets more 
need than satisfaction. 
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Libra- Now is a good time to ~ 
take a moment and mindful- 
ly mend a tear in your heart 
or Spin Find. quietude and 
stitch yourself together with 
your own needle and thread. 


Scorpio- Instead of apologiz- 
ing for being late, say thank 
you for waiting. Be positive 
in ies presentation and you 
will pass through the week 
like a hot butter knife. 


Sagittarius- Find joy in 
something that has. intimi- 
dated you, or in something 
that you've been putting 
off for no particular reason. 
You're on the right track. 


Capricorn- An aura of pro- 
ductivity will. descend all 
around you this week. The 
things you set out to do will 
get done. Write along to-do 
list. Be ambitious. 


company 


Are we on the bottom of a great 
wide ocean? Am | looking at the sun, 
or is this asphyxiation? When you die, 
| think everything falls away in order. 
Your | sits in a hospital bed surround- 
ed by all the thoughts that kept you 
company, all of your previous selves 
and emotions and senses, and they 
all walk away in order, checking their 
watches, tapping their feet, departing 
with a kind but hollow word, until you 
sit alone with your favorite thought. It 
holds your hand, dry old paper, a can- 
dy bar wrapper, a late November leaf, 
and you don't need to say anything. 


The sun is higher now above those 
mountains. Smaller and fiercer and no 
longer receptive to being looked at. 
The clouds aren't scared anymore. The 
sky cast off its mucus gray placenta 
and now screams blue over the still- 
damp field. It’s almost time to fight, 
and this fight will kill us. 


Maybe we can run. But no. This 
fight can find you anywhere—espe- 
cially running. 


Optimism is the new misanthropy. 
Is there anything quite as demoraliz- 
ing as having more expected of you 
than you can deliver? Probably. 


The French toast is ready. It smells 
fantastic. | will hide here from the 
fight for now. Curled in this thought. 
Someday when | die, maybe it will 
come back to me, French toast on 
its breath, syrup slick fingers tracing 
along my jawline, and it will wish me 
the best before walking slowly from 
the hospital room, leaving a dimin- 
ishing wisp of steam hanging as thin 
gold in the early morning sun. 


TT, 


bios 


howling at you 
whenever 


Out and About 
with David and Emily 


So look we're writing a front page to- 
gether and we're not gonna say who's 
writing which parts, although the astute 
reader will know that one of us is a lot 
worse with punctuation than the other. 
Basically we took the train out to 30th St 
station and are walking back to Fishtown 
on a Sunday. 


So we split a sandwich and were sitting 
outside on a low stone wall in center City 
when this guy jogged by and COLLIDED 
WITH A FLYING PIGEON. The pigeon fell to 
the ground, hopped around for a sec, then 
took to the air again. The guy shook him- 
self off and, get this, he looks at the bird as 
it’s flying away and less, “Fuck off, ya fuck- 
ing IDIOT!” Then, in a clearly ruined mood, 
he continued on his way. 


We started walking east and one of 
us was drinking a beer in a paper bag. 
We stopped at Sephora so that Emily 
could get something glittery and David, a 
stranger to the culture, used a sample test 
lip gloss by applying it right on his damn 
lips instead of on his hand first. Several 
people winced but he didn’t notice. He 
later commented on the pale sparkling 
residue collecting on the rim of his warm 
beer can. 
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We went to Bloomingdales for some 
reason. We didn’t purchase anything 
there. They did not have any burgundy 
jeans. Nor did they have argyle socks of 
acceptable quality. 


We went to the Doc Marten store and 
one of us seriously considered getting Ad- 
venture Time boots. 


Also, did you know there's a Target 
downtown now? Just sitting’ there, right 
on Chestnut street. Say what you will 
about that bullshit but they sell bike stuff 
and are open way later than any bike 
shops in the area, so if you're a late night 
food delivery bike person, maybe you 
should remember that. 


We saw a large bus stop advertisement 
for atheism, or something about how 
atheists are voters, and through conversa- 
tion, came to the pleasant realization that 
neither of us are atheists. 


Someone stopped David and emphati- 
cally greeted him with a hug and a smile 
and he had no idea who it was, and he 
doesn’t want me to write this in case they 
read it and feel badly. Shit, now you know 
who wrote this paragraph. The part that | 
found strange was that he was so convinc- 
ing with the whole thing! | had no idea he 
didn’t know this person until he told me 
afterwards. It’s kind of a weird bummer, 
finding out a close friend is a really, really 
good liar. 


So whatever, a bunch of other stuff 
happened and now we're writing about it 
at the EL Bar and that’s probably enough 
for a front page. There are people here 
talking about the Secret Admirer and 
they don’t know who we are. They think 
that it should have more politics and 
radical news in it, but that overall it isn’t 
that bad. If you were talking about this 
at the EL Bar this weekend, we were the 
ugly people drinking vodka cranberries 
and shots of whisky respectively while 
looking intensely at you, hunched over 
a medium sized notebook. David played 
Minor Swing by Django Reinhardt on the 
Jukebox. Remember? Emily accidentally 
went in the bathroom that’s only urinals 
and seriously considered trying to make it 
work, but instead went into the dedicated 
gal bathroom, where she found the seat 
to be up, and uttered a small curse on the 
men of the world. 


Local Crafts 
& Antful Gifts 


UNIQUE Ware_Es By 
CREATIVE MAKERS 
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Emporium 


WEST PHILADELPHIA 


5009 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
215.471.7700 VIXEMPORIUM.COM 


A DARKWADE DANCE PARTY 
ere. 3RD FRIDAYS 


me LIVE PERFORMANCES 
A SAFE SPACE EVENT 


Hey Turtle, how'd 
you like to take 
10% off? 


Just enter the code TURTLE” 


at RELOADBAGS.com 
and get 10% OFF your 
ENTIRE ORDER! 
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[COMPANY!] | | 
Yards offers its employees the best sustainable commute options in Philly! 
www.cleanair.org/clean-air-commute-awards #BrewUntoOthers 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


A foster home provides a safe, loving environment 
for a cat to live while he or she waits for a permanent 
home. 


You get to have a kitty pal for a while, and know that 
you are doing a very good thing, directly helping to 
save a life. 


More foster homes = More cats saved! 


suppor the Admirer 
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303 2038 4768 


holly firesheets 


cummask.tumblr.com 
insta: cum.mask 


PERIOD PALS 


is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. 


‘cause menstruation ain't taboo! 
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Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


Martha 

gal 1- A Kenzo winking and making a 
kissy face at me is the exact opposite 
of seeing a shooting star. 

gal 2- You lose a wish? 

gal 1- My wish is usually to not get 
wink/kissed at by Kenzos, so yeah. 


Broad & Lombard 

(gal 1 disposes of trash) 

gal 2- Did you just throw that in a 
mailbox? 

gal 1- Well, I'm not really from the 
city, so like, | just don't really know. 


34 Trolly 

guy- Now you see why | don't have 
kids. | don't have time... the moment 
any girl says she's pregnant we bomb- 
ing her house. Gs never die. | ate a 
poison mouse once and nothing hap- 
pened. 


Indian Buffet 
guy- I'm about to fuck this food UP! 
And I'm high! 


McGlinchy's 
guy- (to a gal) | hope you ripped off 
his dick and threw it in the sewer 
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@ When the University of Nebraska 
plays a home football game, the 
stadium is the third most popu- 
lated area in the state. @ Bert and 
Ernie are named after characters 
from It's a Wonderful Life, one of 
Henson's favorite films. @ There's 
more sugar in a pound of lemons 
than in a pound of strawberries. @ 
A species of Caribbean oyster can 
climb trees. @ There is a direct and 
inexplicable correlation between 
a person's IQ and the amount of 


Cinemug 

little kid- Isn't it funny you can hear 
the words coming out of my mouth 
and | can't?! 


MEL, 8th St platform 

older guy- You can drink alcohol, you 
can smoke weed, but you can't do a 
line of coke?! 


ReAnimator Coffee 

gal- (looking at laptop) Oh shit! 
There's a cheese surplus! 

guy- What? 

gal- There's too much cheese in the 
US. They made too much! 

guy- So, is it going to be cheaper? 

gal- Yeah, they're sending it to food 
banks too. There's so much! 

guy- So, do you think they're still 
going to milk the cows? | mean, that 
would suck if the cows just had to deal 
with it. 

gal- They'll probably just let them 
have more babies. 

guy- Oh that makes sense. Let's get 
some cheese. 
‘ Put our # in your phone! ya 
. * send in the good bits: * : 
“oceeee text 603 203 4766 as 
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it's wacky facts. 
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zinc in their hair. Some theorize is 
has to do with higher conductivity, 
allowing for faster connections. @ 
Humans are proportionately stron- 
ger than horses. @ Dogs in Iceland 
must be registered to a human and 
an address, and are given photo 
IDs. @ The inventor of the Slinky 
(which was invented in Philadel- 
phia) had a nervous breakdown 
and left everything behind to join 
a religious cult in Bolivia. @ 


aeross 
1. Episodically delivered narratives 
6. Individual story arc of 1 Across 
10. Superhero costume liability 
14. Core value 
15. To purchase another's time 
16. Garments of goat hair 
17. Inside all BOATERS 
18. Prophetic significance 
19. 15 across for objects 
20. Act of creation or change 
22. A cause of exceptional distress 
23. A lively, jaunty pace 
24. Anagram of MOIRES 
26. The raw material of analyses 
30. Where 11 can equal 1 
31. My only sibling’s only nephew 
32. Deploys as a means 
33. Gesticular greetings 
35. Weighed down 
39. A faux pas 
41. Element with atypical neutron count 
43. Cement city yard 
44. A loud, sharp cry 
46. Arab chieftain 
47. Japanese apricot 
49. Died this past June 
50. Gatsby design aesthetic 
51.To revel in the pain of others 
54. Pass ever further down 
56. Toss, pitch, chuck, throw 
57. Delivers relief, and addiction 
63. A hovering lightbulb thought 
64. Away from the wind 
65. Walk away from 
66. The Emperor's new clothes 
67. British gal child 
68. Waist up, a gal—waist down, a snake 
69. Rent to sunders 
70. Honed skills 


1. A command of halting 

2. Collect a type of wave 

3. Atop 

4.What someone seeks when they say 
“Sparijuana for the nugless?” 

5. The cock of the walk walks with this 

6. You're holding one 

7. Restrained by a force or weakness 

8. Every tuxedo cat's name 

9. Like table tennis but bigger 

10. Lousy with dissolved carbon dioxide 

11. Perpendicular to a ship's length 

12. A silky, velvetlike fabric 

13. Sigh... it’s ESTER again. Dammit 

21. Fold 1,000 and you'll get a wish 

25. Produces our shitty red party cups 


27. That big continent over there (I'm 
pointing over there. There. See?) 

28. A high-stakes display of proficiency 

29. What the Borg do best 

34. What a tap-dancing, farting gorilla 
adds to the room 

36. Where you put your hat 

37. A large, sweeping adventure 

38. Fiddler on the flaming roof 

40. Hobbits have hairy ones 

42.To move all sexy quiet furtive like 

45. Superlatively devoid of difficulty 

48. Loco Pez’s house margarita 

51. Engage your derailleur 

52. The kind of waves you 2 Across 

53. Adams Family design aesthetic 

55. Renders free of life pulse 

58. Something to do with wings. | dunno 

59. Push the Earth away with your legs 

60. Honorific Buddhist title 

61. A dormant seed that sleeps in us all 

62. Raw and meaningful 


Travia Tire 


1- What is the largest artery in your body? 
2- Who was exhiled to Elba in.1814? 
3- Caries are the technical term for holes:in your what? 
4- Lake Geneva is between which two countries? 
5- Name Don Quixote's horse. 
ANSWERS ON BACK 


Home Goods Art Furniture Fashion 


ESSENSE SE TE TITS TETAS 
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26. Turn someone single ° 


LAST 


TIME’S 
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410 Fitzwater St 
Queen Village 


(267) 281-4228 


End-O-Summer 


“2 SALE 


xe 3 Days ONLY 
AUG 26-27-28 
FRI e SAT ¢ SUN 
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J was talking 
to the moon last night, 
and she had nothing 
but good things 


to say about you. 
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